
CATEGORY 1: SPONSORSHIP INNOVATION 

Objective : In the early planning stages for the 2021 Fair, we were brainstorming ways to bring new and 

innovative agricultural education experiences to the youth that attended the North Dakota State Fair. 

As you may know, North Dakota had a big oil boom in 2013 where workers from all across the country 

moved here for work which resulted in one of the highest attendance rates in the North Dakota State 

Fair has seen to date. As a result of our brainstorming, we realized that the state needs more interest 

and emphasis in the areas of trade education. We started searching around and came across the 

American Welding Society.  The American Welding Society’s mission is to advance the science, 

technology, and application of welding and allied joining and cutting processes worldwide.  

State Fairs were built on agriculture and education so our objective was to find a way to bring those two 

together but in a different form other than livestock, 4-H, and FFA. We wanted to reach those kids that 

are from urban communities, who do not participate in those competitive exhibits, and maybe do not 

know what they want to do after high school. The American Welding Society did just that for our fair.  

Execution: We developed a new attraction through the American Welding Society by a cash 

sponsorship, but not a typical type of sponsorship. They brought their virtual welding simulator trailer 

which took about 20’ x 85’ of vendor space. Inside kids can enter an entire world full of information 

about welding and how to begin a career in welding. Also included inside the trailer are four virtual 

welding simulators. The simulators feed computer-generated data with a virtual welding gun and 

helmet equipped with internal monitors. The participant practices welding in virtual environments 

which includes simulated welding-booth training. As part of their sponsorship the American Welding 

Society hosted daily scholarship competitions for $1,000 good for 5 years at any welding or 

engineering school or program in the United States. Interested participants, competed head to head on 



the virtual welding simulator – the highest score of the day received the scholarship. All ages can 

participate and choose whether or not they wanted to be in the drawing for the scholarship.  

Outcome and evaluation: This attraction was completely interactive, which youth and adult fairgoers 

loved. Even professional welders tried their hand. They earned the public awareness and recognition 

promised to them and received many compliments on their efforts to help kids reach their dreams and 

goals by going to school. The welding truck stayed busy throughout the week and brought in many 

people to the fairgrounds just to participate in the welding simulator. This was not a traditional 

sponsorship, however, the innovation in providing scholarships to interested participants to attend any 

welding school in the United States brought an educational, but fun and exciting opportunity to the 

fairgrounds which is exactly what we were looking for.  

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


