
2021 Iowa State Fair-Category 1: Sponsorship Innovation-Hy-Vee 

OBJECTIVE: To develop a partnership in the current global pandemic 

environment with a two-fold goal: (1) send the message that the Iowa State 

Fairgrounds was a safe place to be and (2) allow qualified healthcare staff to 

provide COVID-19 vaccinations every day at the Iowa State Fair. 

One of the largest supermarket chains in the United States, Hy-Vee 

operates 280 grocery stores in eight Midwestern states and is Iowa's largest 

private employer. Hy-Vee has been a valued sponsor of the Iowa State Fair 

since 1995. Over the most recent 12 years, Hy-Vee’s sponsorship of two First Aid 

Centers and nine Information Booths has been central to our partnership.  

Even during the no-Fair 2020 pandemic year, Hy-Vee underwrote all virtual 

content covering FFA and 4H livestock shows. 

With 2021 sponsorship planning, Hy-Vee inquired how best they could help 

the Iowa State Fair foster positive public health messaging and impacts during 

the global pandemic.  

Hy-Vee places pharmacies in nearly all store locations, from which free 

COVID-19 vaccinations have been offered since December 2020. Traditionally, 

a 50x30 activation space is included with their sponsorship package; 2021 was 

no different. What was different was the use for that space. Hy-Vee requested 

we allow them to extend the same free offer of COVID-19 (as well as flu) 

vaccinations to Fairgoers. Our answer was a resounding yes and was 

accompanied by a positive endorsement from Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds. 



The Hy-Vee Mobile Vaccination Clinic activation consisted of two air-

conditioned Hy-Vee Healthy You mobile units placed near the Fairgrounds 

highest pedestrian-entry gate. The clinics were staffed by qualified Hy-Vee 

pharmacy staff (assisted by Drake University pharmacy students). Vaccinations 

were offered daily from 8 am to 4 pm. Privacy was strictly ensured. Nearly 200 

first-time vaccinations were provided to Fairgoers during the Iowa State Fair.  

Hy-Vee proved in another way to be an essential partner for the Iowa 

State Fair this year. With only two days notice, one of the Grandstand concert 

artists requested every staff person with back stage access be tested the 

morning of their concert for COVID-19 before they were allowed to be present. 

Hy-Vee came to the rescue with the resources to accomplish this task. They did 

so at no cost to the Fair nor the artist and with zero media attention. 

Public health MESSAGING is a common theme marketed to Fairgoers 

through numerous local hospitals and health insurance partners, but actually 

achieving public health GOALS AT the Iowa State Fair is innovative and 

unprecedented.  

Hy-Vee was a vital partner in offering numerous services demonstrating to 

Fairgoers we were all working together to try to slow the momentum of the 

pandemic while also assuring Fairgoers we were doing everything possible to 

provide a safe environment at the 2021 Iowa State Fair. 

  



 
Iowa State Fair First Aid Center sponsored by Hy-Vee 

 
Above: Two (out of 5) Iowa State Fair Information Booths sponsored by Hy-Vee 

Below: Information Booth close up 

 



 
Above + Below: Hy-Vee Mobile Vaccination Clinic activation 

 



 


